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URGENT MESSAGE: The Bone Lake Waterfront Runoff Mitigation Committee would 
like to hear from you over the winter! We need your ideas to create new options for 

runoff mitigation that you are interested in exploring and may be willing to put into practice.
During 2012, all the available cost-sharing for replacement of non-compliant septic 

systems was used by Bone Lake property owners. However, few property owners took 
advantage of the free, no-obligation site visit to consider how to mitigate runoff of water 
carrying algae-producing nutrients from their property to the lake. 

Even fewer chose to utilize cost-sharing offers to install any of 
several methods for reducing runoff, such as 10 ft. X 30 ft. plantings, 
native grasses, rain gardens, rock infiltration areas and/or re-grading 
the slope of land so that less runoff gets into our lake. 

Putting it simply, Bone Lake will not become clearer if those of us 
who own shoreline property do nothing to reduce runoff.

• What are your ideas for effective waterfront runoff reduction? 
• What are you interested in doing on your property?
Please contact us so we can incorporate your ideas into the committee’s plan for 2013! 

Sharing your ideas will enable us to consider and develop new options for use of available lake 
improvement grant funds next spring. See page 10 for a list of the committee members and their 
email addresses. ■

NOTE: THREE $1000 AWARDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE TO OWNERS OF NON-COMPLIANT 
SEPTIC SYSTEMS. FOR INFORMATION, CONTACT DICK MACKIE. SEE PAGE 10.

Sunset from the Bone Lake north landing, September 29. Photo: Karen Engelbretson

The Bone Lake Waterfront Runoff Committee
Would Like to Hear from You

Putting it simply, 
our lake will not 
become clearer if 
those of us who 
own shoreline do 
nothing to reduce 
runoff.
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Apple River. I’m still not sure of the proper name, but I 
see Polk County has a sign on Highway I (100th Street) 
calling it Fox Creek. I’ll let you decide.

The Bone Lake Management District, Board of 
Commissioners met yesterday for the regular fall 
meeting. An in depth discussion on the progress of the 
lake management plan covered the accomplishments to 
date and future efforts. We have been awarded grants 
from the Wisconsin DNR enabling us to move ahead 
with the plan. Of our five grants, one has expired, and 
four will expire by the end of next year. Phil Foster 
continues to put in an extraordinary amount of time 
and effort leading the volunteers in the implementation 
of the plan, ably assisted by Bob Boyd.

Jason Elders addressed the Board on the lagoon 
problem on the north end of the lake, which has silted 
in, making it difficult to impossible to get a boat in or 
out. There are approximately ten homeowners affected 
by this problem. He will form a group to assemble facts 
for a future presentation.

A special thanks to all the volunteers who continue 
their work, participating in the enormous effort toward 
implementation of the Lake Management Plan.

This is the last newsletter of the year, I wish everyone 
the best of the upcoming Holiday Season.

— Bob Murphy, Chairma

Greetings, Bone Lakers…
Today marks the end of September and the weather 

has been gorgeous with sunshine streaming out of 
a cloudless bright blue sky. Disconcerting though is the 
extreme dryness, this September is the second driest in 
history. The lake outlet, Fox Creek is essentially dry. I 
attribute that to evaporation, which accounts for the 
output of our springs being almost neutral. I remember 
two other years, 1976 and 1983, when the creek dried up 
at this time of year. One cannot help but wonder what 
next year will bring.

Discussing the creek reminds me of a conversation 
I had with Chris Dueholm many years ago, when I 
referred to it as Fox Creek. He pointed out that the 
correct title was The Bone Lake Outlet, and it became 
Fox Creek when it combined with the Big Blake outlet 
at Sherrards Resort as they flow south merging with the 
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Lorraine Lunzer | 715-857-5516 | llunzer@lakeland.ws

Fire danger is high, burning restrictions 
in effect for Polk County           
Dangerous fire conditions have existed in Polk,  
Burnett and Washburn counties over the summer 
and fall. Before you burn, check fire conditions and 
burning restrictions. 

check this website for up-to-date, daily fire conditions, 
burning guidelines, and the burning permit process:  
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ForestFire/restrictions.asp

To check for daily fire restrictions by phone,  
call 1-888-WIS-BURN (947-2876) and enter  
Polk county code 49.

Remember: Burning permits are required for fires other than 
campfires for warming or cooking. Obtain the annual permit 
at the above website address or call 1-888-WIS-BURN to 
have a permit mailed or emailed. Permits are also available at 
a local Ranger Station, from an Emergency Fire Warden, or 
from these township officials:

Georgetown Township  
Ron Ogren at 715-857-5632 
Dan Bergeron at 715-472-2288, or  
Andy mangelsen at 715-857-5323

Bone Lake Township  
Irvin Hermstad (fire warden) at 715-472-2324     ■ 
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Swallows and hummingbirds migrate during the 
day. You’ll notice them feeding voraciously early in the 
morning and then they are gone. In several days you’ll 
think they have all come back but it is their northernmost 
cousins coming through. Orioles, tanagers, buntings, 
blackbirds, vireos, to name a few, are night flyers that 
follow the stars. Regrettably many have problems as 
bright city lights may confuse their direction, Then we 
have some of the birds mentioned above that will leave 
day or night. Go figure!

All of the birds’ bodies are aeronautically designed 
to withstand the rigors of migration. Did you know 
their lungs remain inflated at all times? This helps with 
a constant fresh air supply to keep them going. I have 
watched birds fly upward in a tornado-like design until 
they are but specks in the sky so they can reach the right 
altitude and hopefully glide for a time. Death during 
migration takes a heavy toll. It is estimated that nearly 
half of all migrating birds heading south will not return 
to breed again in the spring.

So as we watch the departure of our feathered friends 
we maintain hope that within a short time we will again 
see that bird looking in our window as if to ask, “where’s 
the food?” ■

Sandhill Cranes landing at Crex Meadows. Photo: Brian Collins

photo: mike Lynch

Migration
by Cris Dueholm

Migration takes on many forms for different 
species of birds. Some birds will only go as far 

south as needed to find food before they migrate back 
again. Some birds will stay throughout our winter when 
they can find the food that nature has provided them. 
Yet again, some birds will take days or weeks to fly to a 
tropical area or to the Antarctic, following the instinct 
that has taken them there time and again. We will see 
those birds coming back on or near the same date year 
after year, while the other birds may arrive early, or 
late, depending upon weather and how they find food.

Safety in numbers makes many migrating birds leave 
together to protect themselves from predators or human 
kind, while some raptors will leave by themselves so that 
when they feed they don’t have to compete for that food! 
When you see family units leave, like the swans, those 
parents are teaching their young where to go; then they bring 
them back, only to kick them out of the parent nesting area.

While watching your feathered friends around your 
feeder you’ll notice fewer and fewer of one sex — that 
usually means the adult males have left, adult females go 
next and the immature leave last. 

Birds are born with an innate sense of where they 
need to go. The stars and even magnetic forces guide 
them along their migration paths.

It was a crystal clear night for Bone 
Lake’s Mike Lynch Starwatch Party on 
August 10th. More than 90 stargazers 
attended, learned about light pollution 
and shielded outdoor lighting, then 
headed outdoors for Mike Lynch’s dynamic 
instruction and stunning views through 
his array of telescopes: Saturn setting in 
the western sky, the colors of the stars, 
and the Perseus Double Cluster (left). 
Mike captured this image that night. GO 
TO BONELAKEWI.COM TO DOWNLOAD 
HANDOUTS FROM THE EVENT.
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BONE LAKE FISHERy cOmmITTEE 

Half-Log Cribs Installed 

The Bone Lake Fishery Committee has been 
building and installing half log cribs over the past 

three years. On September 22, members constructed 
30 cribs at the Dueholm farm. The cribs are designed 
to provide cover for spawning fish and cover for other 
aquatic species.

On Saturday October 6, committee volunteers 
installed the cribs in Bone Lake. They worked through 
cold temperatures and high winds to complete their task.

 The crib building crew: Ron and Tom Lachenmayer, 
Jim Widen, Jan and Mike Belich, Glen Wahman, Joel 
Starky, Duane Butler, Dan, Dave, Noah and Bob Boyd, 
Joe Cunningham, and Andy McNattin

The cribs are individually placed on the bottom of the 
lake in 4 to 6 feet of water. We thank our diver Michael 
Roettger who braved the cold water to put the cribs in 
just the right position.

 We also extend our thanks to Milltown Dock and Marine 
for donating the use of their large, flat deck pontoon. ■ 

Smallmouth Bass Stocked

On September 20th, 5,000 small mouth bass were 
stocked in Bone Lake, half at the landing in the 

north end landing and half at the south, completing our 
three-year smallmouth bass stocking plan with a total 
of 12,500 fish stocked. Our hope is to create a larger 
sustainable population of smallmouth bass in Bone 
Lake.

 The 80 half log cribs built and installed will provide 
spawning areas for smallies as well as other species of fish. 

The Bass Alliance of southern Wisconsin was also 
actively stocking smallmouth bass over the past few years; 
on September 20, 1,900 smallmouth were put in the Apple 
River just south of Bone Lake.

 A note to musky fishermen: the WDNR still stocks 
2,500 muskies, 10 to 12 inches long, every other year in 
Bone Lake. ■

Five thousand smallmouth bass were added to Bone Lake 
in September, completing a three-year plan to stock 12,500 
fish in the lake. Fishing for smallmouth? The fisheries 
committee is interested to know the location and size of 
your smallmouth catch. contact Bob Boyd at 715-553-0629. 
He knows how to keep a secret. Photos: Bob Boyd

Photo: Bob Korth
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The Bone Lake Fisheries 
committee volunteers built and 
installed 30 half log fish cribs 
over two weekends this fall. 
The fish cribs are placed at the 
bottom of the lake in 4-6 feet 
of water. They are designed to 
provide cover for smallmouth 
bass and other aquatic life.
Photos: Bob Boyd

North Landing Camera Now Recording
The video camera at the north end public landing was operational 

May 4th of this year providing us with 24/7 coverage of watercraft 
launching there.

The camera is positioned to record watercraft being launched with 
vegetation attached. Violations of the ordinance that prohibits transporting 
and launching boats and trailers with vegetation attached will be enforced. 
The camera also serves as a reminder for boaters to check their equipment 
before launching and serves in that capacity as an educational tool.

As of October 3, 6,219 videos were reviewed and of those were 1,305 
watercraft launches. There were no citations or warnings issued for 
vegetation on any watercraft based on video images.

A warning was issued to a person who dumped a bait bucket full of 
leeches into the water off the end of the dock. One of our sharp-eyed 
CBCW personnel reported this activity. 

A second camera will be installed at the south landing in spring 2013.
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AqUATIc INvASIvE SPEcIES (AIS) PREvENTION

A New Invasive Found in Bone Lake
Rusty crayfish (Orconectes rusticus) an aquatic invasive species (AIS), was discovered this summer in the southeast 
corner of Bone Lake. Polk county Land and Water Resources Dept. along with WDNR personnel will assist us in estimating 
the population in the lake and recommend any future action. The impact on Bone Lake from rusty crayfish is unknown. 

you can help estimate the population. Next spring and summer, look along your shore for crayfish and see if you 
can identify rusty crayfish there. For identification keys and a downloadable brochure, visit bonelakewi.com. Keep 
in mind that we have many native crayfish that are not harmful 
and should be protected. If you find a rusty crayfish put it in a 
container with lake water and call Bob Boyd, 715-553-0629 (cell). 

There is no significant action we can take at this time to prevent 
the spread of rustys in Bone Lake, but we can take measures to 
prevent the spread to other lakes. Be sure to clean your boat and 
equipment according to clean Boats clean Waters protocol when 
leaving Bone Lake and before entering another body of water. 

 Adult rusty crayfish average 4 inches in length but often grow to be much larger. 

Clean Boats Clean Waters
Twenty twelve was a very successful year for the Bone 

Lake Clean Boats Clean Waters (CBCW) program. 
The boating season started out with Dick Mackie 
conducting a training program for 15 CBCW youth.

Hannah Davison coordinated the work scheduling. 
She also managed the boat inspection data as the season 
progressed. Educating boaters about the dangers of AIS 
and how they can help to prevent them from spreading 
is a major goal of the program. They interviewed 732 
boaters this summer. Many thanks to Hannah and all of 
the youth for a job well done in their efforts to protect 
Bone Lake waters.

The CBCW youth had an opportunity to earn some 
extra money through the program. Many of them were 
relatives of Bone Lake residents and ranged in ages 
from 14 to 18 years. If you have a family member who 
is interested in the 2013 CBCW program contact Dick 
Mackie 715-857-5205 or Bob Boyd 715-857-5495. ■

Lake Monitoring Team
Members of the Lake Monitoring team were out 

again this summer. You may have seen them in 
their blue shirts throwing rakes into the water and 
looking at the vegetation they brought up. They are 
looking for any new invasive species and monitoring the 
spread of curly leaf pondweed an invasive we already 
have. They are on the front line of our efforts to detect 
and control aquatic invasive species (AIS) in Bone Lake. 

Without these volunteers and our CBCW youth we 

would not qualify for our AIS grants. It’s simple, no 
volunteers, no money for control measures.

A number of volunteers have been on the lake 
monitoring team for six years. We don’t have as many 
volunteers as we started with and we could use more 
help. It is a simple task requiring only a couple of hours a 
month on the water. Training and materials are provided. 
If you have been wondering about how you might help 
in our efforts to protect Bone Lake, this is one of them. 

We have four invasive species in our lake already: curly 
leaf pondweed, rusty crayfish, banded mystery snail, 
Chinese mystery snail. Let’s keep it at 4. Call me.    ■

 — Bob Boyd 715-553-0629

Dick mackie trains 15 youth as clean Boats clean Waters 
boat inspectors.

AIS threats will not go away. Be informed. 
Educate yourself about aquatic invasives, 
and join us in protecting Bone Lake.
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2012 Curly Leaf Pondweed 
Treatment Results
by Steve Schieffer, Ecological Integrity Service

The 2012 curly leaf pondweed (CLP) herbicide 
treatment for Bone Lake was a success. The beds of CLP 
were reduced significantly, with the analysis indicating 
that it was due to the herbicide treatment. The location of 
the treatment beds and their size are shown on the map.

The graph below shows the frequency of CLP 
after treatment in 2011, in early spring 2012, and after 
treatment 2012. Frequency is the fraction of sample 
locations that had CLP. For example, frequency of 0.5 
indicates that 50% of the sample points had CLP present.

As the graph shows, the frequency is much lower 
in 2012 than in 2011. The increase from 2011 to 2012 
pre (before treating in 2012) is due to the turions 
(reproductive structure) that germinated in the fall/
winter of 2011. The result is that CLP growth in each 
bed right before treatment in 2012 was high. After 
treatment, that growth was significantly lower. In 
addition, the survey analysis found that the native 
plants were not affected by the herbicide treatment, 
which is the goal of the treatment; target the CLP 
without harming the native plants.

In order to evaluate past treatments and predict 
growth for next year, the sediment was sampled in 
August to evaluate the density of turions. If the turion 
density is high after CLP dies in the summer, then one 
can expect a large amount of growth the following season 
due to the germination of turions in the sediment. The 
graph below shows the turion density for 2011 and 2012.

The graph clearly shows that all beds had a turion 
density reduction. All of the beds combined showed a 

AqUATIc PLANT mANAgEmENT
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significant reduction in turion density, which is good 
since this should result in less CLP growth in these beds 
in 2013. 

With more subsequent treatments that are effective, 
the turion density should continue to decrease in each 
bed, resulting in less future CLP growth in the treatment 
beds. Various practices have been implemented in 
recent treatments to increase success and these practices 
appear to be helping. ■

Turion

curly leaf pondweed



Fun times at Bone Lake
BOAT PARADE/PICNIC/FIREWORKS

Albeit a ‘smaller’ parade this summer, it was packed 
full of energy and fun! The winner was the Hauge family, 
with their entry ALIENS INVADE BONE LAKE. Their 
biggest decision was who got to attend the Twins Game 
as their first prize!

We hope to have greater participation in 2013; we are 
working diligently to increase the prizes!

FIREWORKS
We were able to provide the fireworks again this 

year, and it appeared as though it was the best ever. A 
new vendor, Hollywood Pyrotechnics, put on a terrific 
show. We’ll be asking for donations again in the spring 
newsletter. If enough funds are received, we will 
provide the fireworks again next year, tentatively 
scheduled for Saturday, July 6, 2013.

OKTOBERFEST
About forty Bone Lakers attended the Oktoberfest 

party at the north landing on September 29, enjoying 
great conversations, the coney dogs, and lots of dishes 
brought to share! As has become tradition, we asked 
attendees to bring food shelf items for donation, and we 
collected 160 pounds of donations this year! The food 
shelf in Luck certainly appreciates our efforts. Thanks to 
all for their contributions!

WINTER GAME DAY
Plan ahead! The Winter Game Day is scheduled for 

January 12, 2013 at the Schnarr home, 2200 W. Bone Lake 
Court. Details will follow to those on the social email list. 
If you’re not on that list and want to be included, email 
sue@midcontinentmgmt.com.

The Hauge family’s winning boat parade entry, 
Aliens Invade Bone Lake, with their tubing 

alien in tow, plus Tom Laska’s grand master 
Sea Doo.

Does your family have a boat  
parade entry for 2013?

Photos: Brenda Laska and Karen Engelbretson
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SOcIAL EvENTS
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Bone Lake Oktoberfest at the north landing. clockwise from the top: the maple trees 
were a feast for the eyes; lots of friends and conversations; fall decorations; blooming 
New England asters, along with big bluestem, thrive in the north landing rain garden; the 
Lions club pavilion in late afternoon light.                 Photos: Brenda Laska and Karen Engelbretson
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BONE LAKE mANAgEmENT DISTRIcT  
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Bone Lake District Budget 
for 2012-2013

At the annual meeting on August 11, 2012 we 
approved the District’s budget for the fiscal year 

beginning Oct. 1, 2012. The tax levy is $56,000 which 
has been constant over the past 3 years. 

Here is a summary of where our dollars and volunteer 
efforts will be expended. A vast majority of these 
dollars are being funded by DNR grants. The detailed 
financial statement is available on the District’s website, 
bonelakewi.com

A majority of our dollars are designated toward 
improving the lake’s clarity by 20 percent via watershed 
runoff and waterfront runoff mitigation efforts. This is 
our number one long term goal. 

A key component of this improvement goal is the 
participation of property owners. To date, property 
owners have not installed as many runoff reduction 
projects as planned and as needed to meet our 20 percent 
water clarity goal. We need your help. Request a free, 
no obligation property site inspection by our consultant 
Cheryl Clemens to learn how to mitigate runoff from 
your property to the lake. 

Our second long term goal is to protect the lake from 
new invasive species and to reduce the amount of curly 
leaf pondweed (CLP). These activities include Clean 
Boats Clean Waters boat inspections, a landing camera at 
the North Landing, a planned additional landing camera 
at the South Landing, and increasing CLP spraying to 30 
acres in 2013.

A lake core sampling will aid in our understanding of 
what our lake used to be compared to what it is today.  
The sampling will be analyzed at two levels — the first 
at 200 years ago, the second at today’s sediment level.  

This will help in defining our objectives to improve 
water clarity. We recently learned that a full core lake 
sample would cost over $30,000 so we have decided on 
the modified core sample analysis which costs less than 
$10,000.

The Wildlife and Natural Beauty budget funds 
activities to increase property owners’ understanding of 
the lake’s ecosystems and ways to improve the beauty of 
our lake and improve its wildlife habitat.

All these activities are being accomplished by one of 
the best volunteer organizations in the state with over 
50 volunteers in 2012. Without their efforts, none of 
this would be getting done. We can always use more 
volunteers. Contact me about how to share your skills 
on behalf of our lake. ■  — Phil Foster

 

Watershed Runoff Improvement $65,000 30%

Waterfront Runoff Reduction $48,000 22%

AIS Education/Prevention $19,000 14%

Core Lake Sample $10,000  9%

Wildlife and Natural Beauty $ 8,400 4%

Newsletter $ 6,800  3%

Other $20,540 9%

Total 2012-2013 budget $217,740 100%

Waterfront Runoff Committee Contact Information
Contact any of these volunteers from the Water-
front Runoff Mitigation Committee to share your 
ideas for improving Bone Lake’s water clarity. 

They can also help you schedule a site visit or  
discuss any of the runoff reduction projects offered 
with available cost sharing.

Alex Chorewycz: achorewycz@yahoo.com

Mary Chorewycz: amchorewycz@yahoo.com

Cris Dueholm: lcdueholm@lakeland.ws

Phil Foster: philsuefoster@lakeland.ws

Dick Mackie: seesallyrun@lakeland.ws

Dave Smith: dws@aol.com

Bone Lake 
Management 
District 2012-
2013 Budget



Get the Lead Out
Lead fishing tackle kills loons, 
eagles, swans and other wildlife 
due to lead poisoning. Please use 
non-lead tackle when fishing in 
Bone Lake. Encourage your sport-
ing goods merchant to carry non-
lead tackle.

Prevent wildlife death and  
entanglement. 

Discard unwanted fishing line in a 
trash receptacle, and lead tackle at 
a hazardous waste collection site.

For more information visit LoonWatch 
at www.northland.edu/loonwatch 
or go to www.dnr.wi.gov.
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1043 185th Ave • Balsam Lake, WI 54810

Luck Sport and Marine LLC
Servicing All Brands Of

Small Engines, ATVs, Snowmobiles, Marine Engines

Trailer Repair • Welding
Storage & Shrink Wrap • Parts & Accessories

 808 State Road 35
Luck, WI 54853

715-472-2075

$20 OFF
Any

Service
Over
$100

  Monty’s
SportSman’S Haven
Live Bait • Sporting Goods • tackle

Guns • ammo • Liquor • Beer
715-825-3326

Cell 715-553-0202
p.o. Box 117, 422 West main St.

milltown, WI 54858

OLSON SEWER SERVICE
CURT & LENNY OLSON

Owners

2083 100TH ST. • LUCK, WI 54853

715-857-6005   715-857-5863

Follow the news that affects
your home/cabin all year.

Subscribe to our print or e-edition by 
visiting our Web site

@ the-leader.net or call 715-327-4236

Lawn Mower
exPress

residential Lawn Mowing
seal Coating • Gutter Cleaning 

Power washing • Deck staining
Insured • Dedicated service

Call eric for a Free estimate
715-554-3451

We treat your property as if it were our own!

E-mail:
lakeservices@lakeland.ws
Commercial and Residential

1922

Fine Dining &
Cocktails in an Old
World Atmosphere

TRY OUR DELICIOUS
PRIME RIB

FRI. NITE FISH FRY

“Your Lake’s Restaurant”
715-472-2343

on
Bone Lake

Great Dinners!
All Winners!

Burnett Dairy Cheese - Autumn 
Winery Wines - Fresh Meats 

- Louie’s Meats & More!

Cheese And More
Three Blind Mice, LLC

mary wilson
owner

715-825-5455
215 Eider Street
Milltown, WI 54853

Check us out on Facebook!

715-483-0083   “Your Eyes While You’re away”

888.739.4289
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Under New Management
Hours Mon. - Sat., 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Grocery, Meat, Produce, Beer & Liquor

Full Deli • Homemade Pizza To Go
Dan & Kellie Flaherty 715-485-3154

Hours: M - F 8 a.M. to 6 p.M.
SaT. 8 a.M. to 5 p.M./SUN. 9 a.M. to 2 p.M.

907 Frontage • Balsam Lake, WI 54810
715-485-3267

www.balsamlakehardware.com

Your Host Bar 715-857-5679
Ellen Molamphy Motel 715-857-6481
Balsam Lake, WI BROASTED CHICKEN

715-485-3131   Fax 715-485-3377
balsamlakeprolawn.com

See us for all of
your grilling needs!

Open 6 Days a Week

715-472-2141

Mercury-Johnson/Evinrude-Honda-
Portadock-Portalift

milltowndockandmarine.com

Joe NIedzIeLskI

Tues.-Sat. 10-4

Sales & Service
ToRo - WHeeL HoRse

eXMARk - BRIGGs
HUsQVARNA

ALUMA TRAILeRs

715-825-2289
HWY. 35, MILLToWN,WI

Sat. 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. - Sun. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
50 West Main Street • Milltown, WI 54858

Retaining Walls • Rock Work
paving Brick • patios • Sidewalks

Sod • Black Dirt • Seed
Gravel • Sand • Traprock

Riprap • Lime Rock
Bobcat • Mini Excavator
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Since 1956… Find Out Why

 101 MAIN STREET • LUCK, WI • 715-472-2487
 www.jensenfurnitureluck.com

Custom Draperies • Floor Covering • Complete Home Furnishings

 CUSTOM CONSTRUCTION LLC


